
Enhancing the resilience of children 
exposed to Islamist and far-right 
violent extremism 

BACKGROUND
Children in Western Europe are increasingly exposed to violent extremism 
in their families. This exposure can have a harmful impact on their 
well-being and development. Children growing up in such family 
environments are likely to face a range of stigmas and vulnerabilities 
which can be further increased due to societal bias and media reports that 
vilify these children. This is particularly common with the children of foreign 
terrorist fighters. However, a significant knowledge gap remains related to 
state-led approaches to support children of parents affiliated with violent 
extremism. 

OVERVIEW 

PREPARE is an 18-month (January 2022 – June 2023)  EU-funded project 
which aims to support front-line practitioners in 6 European countries 
(France, Germany, Kosovo, the Netherlands, Spain & Sweden) by fostering a 
collaborative, inter-agency, rule-of-law and human rights approach. By 
understanding and addressing specific vulnerabilities faced by children 
exposed to far-right and Islamist family environments, PREPARE will provide 
tools and training to those directly working with children to increase their 
resilience and enhance their outcomes.  
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PROJECT GOALS

• Determine the current state of the art with respect to policies and 
practices concerning children of violent extremism. 

• Collect and analyse insights from stakeholders directly working with 
children of violent extremism and feed their knowledge and 
experiences into the project outputs.  

 
• Develop a tool for front-line professionals to identify unique 

vulnerabilities and protective factors that a child may be exposed to 
and select suitable interventions to build resilience and support their 
development. 

• Create and roll-out train-the-trainer modules to assist professionals 
in delivering support to children of far-right and Islamist families.  

• Promote preparedness and stakeholder collaboration of those 
directly working with these children and families. 
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